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Meeting of the Friends of Harbottle Castle (“The Friends”) at the Star Inn Harbottle 

commencing at 19.00 on 09 February 2022.  

Present  

J. Common (chair); G. Common; A. Common (secretary); J. Sadler [“JS”] (project coordinator), 

J. Fenwick-Clennell; A. Bickmore; S. Rogerson; R. Walker; R. Sadler. 

1. Apologies for absence  

J. Wiig; K. & I. King; R. Common; M. Common; Cllr S. Bridgett; A. & P. Bickle; E. Brown 

(treasurer). 

2. Minutes of last meeting  

The minutes of the meeting held on 29 September 2021 were read and agreed. 

3. Matters arising, not otherwise covered in this agenda 

There were no matters arising from the previous minutes. 

4. Membership update 

The chair welcomed J. Fenwick-Clennell & R. Walker from Coquetdale LHS to the Friends.  

5. Funding update  

On behalf of the treasurer JS advised that in addition to the £10,000 HLF grant, the Friends 

had been successful with additional bids, viz: £500 from NNPA, £500 from Revitialising 

Redesdale, £600 from City of Newcastle and £500 from Ray Wind Farms. These lesser sums 

have already been expended on the intended outcomes and the management committee 

advise that we anticipate delivering all outputs on time within the project term and in 

accordance with budget.     

6. Events programme  

The events programme is filling up, we will be having events, with the castle model and 

facsimiles on display at Chillingham Castle (April), Cresswell Tower (May), The Sill (June), 

Kirkharle Courtyard (June), there is potential for the Morpeth Gathering, for Harbottle Village 

Hall and Newcastle Keep, TBA as matters progress.  

7. Schools programme  
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Time Bandits, on behalf of the Friends have now held sessions with Bellingham, Harbottle & 

Cambo schools and with North Tyne Youth Group (one session remaining). Sessions for this 

term are arranged with Thropton and Rothbury Schools. Otterburn, Belsay & Whalton Schools 

have, despite repeated urgings, filed to respond.   

8. Exhibition programme  

Refer to minute 7 above. We are seeking exhibition venues for the school holiday period.  

9. IT matters; website, content, drone footage  

IT Solutions are proceeding with the building of the Friends website, see here for the rushes: 

http://demo.harbottlecastle.co.uk/, it’s anticipated this will be up and running by Easter. JS 

& Tom Common will undertake the drone survey as soon as weather conditions permit.  

10. Current partnerships  

These may be summarised as follows, viz: NNPA; Revitalising Redesdale; UK Battlefield 

Trust; Elsdon Parish Church; Coquetdale LHS; Time Bandits; Natural England; Historic 

England; Harbottle School; Harbottle Show; Harbottle Parish Council.  

11. Community archaeology  

If such a programme were to be found feasible it would essentially be Phase III of Lords of 

Redesdale Project. Strong evidence of community support still needs to be adduced and JS 

reiterated the need for letters of support. First steps would be to consult with NNPA. 

Landowners’ consent may be assumed. Attention, if such a programme was to go ahead 

would focus on potentially the shell keep, well and north tower.  

12. Legacy proposals  

It is still hoped that a form of volunteer led visitor centre which would provide a permanent 

home for the model and be set up in the village and whilst difficulties are not inconsiderable 

this does remain a longer term possibility. TBA.  

13. Any other business  

There being no other business, the chair called the meeting to a close at 20.10.  

14. Date and time of next meeting 

TBA (April) 

http://demo.harbottlecastle.co.uk/
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